OPENING REMARKS AT THE LAUNCH OF THE 2011
POPULATION AND HOUSING CENSUS REPORT BY HON.
JOEL KAAPANDA.
Your Excellency President, Hifikepunye Pohamba
The right Honourable prime minister, Hage Geingob
The speaker of the national assembly, Honourable, Theo-ben Gurirab
The chairperson of the national council, Honourable, Asser Kapere
Director General of the National Planning Commission, Mr. Tom
Alweendo
Honourable ministers and deputy ministers
Permanent Secretaries
Honourable Governors
General Secretary of the Council of Churches in Namibia, Reverend
Maria Kapere
Statistician General, DR John Steytler
The United Nations Resident Coordinator, Mr. Musinga Bandora
UNFPA Representative, Mr. Fabian Byomuhangi
Head of various Parastatals, Agencies and Institutions
Members of media
Ladies and Gentlemen
As you may recall, we all participated in the last Namibia population and
housing census that was conducted in august 2011. Censuses in
Namibia are conducted every ten years as per international standards, the
first post-independence census was conducted in 1991 and the second, in
2001.
The preliminary or provisional results were released in April 2012 and
since then; we all have been waiting in anticipation to know how many
we really are in Namibia. The main report you have in front of you will

give us the answer to that question. But this is not the only information
contained in the report.
Censuses are the main source of data for a broad range of demographic
and socio-economic statistics in any country and provide vital
information about housing conditions, literacy rates, and access to basic
facilities such as water, electricity, schools and health facilities.
Your Excellency, ladies and gentlemen, shortly we are going to find out
how these conditions have changed over the past two decades of
independence and what more needs to be done to achieve our ambitions
of vision 2030.
This report and others to follow will provide necessary information for
our government to plan programmes and projects in order to fulfill the
dreams of our people.
It is now my great pleasure and honor to welcome you all to “the launch
of the 2011 population and housing census main report”

