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ERRATA ON 2015/2016 NHIES REPORT:
The following errata is a result of the NSA Statistical Revision Policy that allows the NSA
to make any corrections after reviewing the released statistics if need be. The Namibia
Household Income and Expenditure Survey of 2015/2016 (NHIES 2015/16) results were
released by the Statistician-General in March 2018 and the GINI Coefficient was one of
the indicators published at 0.560.
While, NSA was working on the NHIES 2015/16 dataset it has found that the published
0.560 Gini coefficient was incorrect. The correct Gini coefficient is 0.576 and not 0.560,
that is 0.016 points higher. Therefore, the decline (although marginal) of the Gini
coefficients since independence has remained and were calculated for Namibia as
follows: 0.701 (in 1993/1994), 0.600 (in 2003/2004), 0.597 (in 2009/2010) and 0.576 (in
2015/2016).
The following revisions have been effected after the initial release of the NHIES
2015/2016 results in the survey report:
1. Under the Executive Summary of the report with the sub-heading “Annual
Consumption (Chapter 10)” on page 14, paragraph 4 on the Gini coefficient for
Namibia being 0.56 according to the results from NHIES 2015/2016, has been
corrected to a Gini coefficient of 0.576, an increase of 0.016 points. The Ginicoefficient for NHIES 2009/2010 has also been rounded to 3 decimals to allow for
comparisons.
Annual Consumption (Chapter 10)
The GINI coefficient for Namibia is 0.576 according to the results from NHIES 2015/2016
compared to 0.597 in 2009/2010, 0.603 in 2003/2004 and 0.701 in 1993/1994. Thus, this survey
shows that the overall inequality in the distribution of income has gradually reduced. The level of
inequality in Namibia remains among the highest in the world. In the Scandinavian countries the
level of inequality is lowest where the GINI is around 0.25.

2. The figure pertaining to the Gini coefficient for 2015/16 in the Table on page 15 has
been corrected from 0.560 to 0.576.
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The following table shows selected indicators from all the Household Income and
Expenditure Surveys (NHIES) since independence (that is in 1993/1994, 2003/2004,
2009/2010 as well as 2015/2016 respectively. The purpose of the table below is to
show that, despite that the Gini coefficient for the year 2015/2016 was corrected,
the other indicators remained the same.
Selected Indicators, 1993/1994-2015/2016 NHIESs
Average household size

1993/1994

2003/2004

2009/2010

2015/2016

Namibia

5.7

4.9

4.7

4.2

Urban

4.8

4.2

4.1

3.6

Rural
Proportion of households cooking without
electricity or gas

6.1

5.4

5.2

4.9

Namibia

73%

65%

61%

52%

Urban

28%

28%

23%

23%

Rural
Proportion of households with no toilet/use
bush

95%

91%

90%

87%

Namibia

57%

53%

50%

45%

Urban

8%

16%

14%

23%

Rural

81%

79%

77%

71%

Namibia

65%

71%

72%

46%

Urban

80%

79%

77%

38%

Rural

57%

66%

68%

55%

Namibia

3 031

8 839

14 559

28 434

Female headed

1 804

6 320

9 908

22 119

Male headed
Proportion of households that are “poor” or
“severely poor”

3 783

10 570

18 223

34 085

Poor households (incl. severely poor) -

-

27.6%

19.5%

17.4%

Severely poor households -

-

13.8%

9.6%

10.7%

0.701

0.600

0.597

0.576

Proportion of households that own a radio

Average annual per capita consumption (N$)

GINI-coefficient

3. In Chapter 11 sub-section 11.3 on page 107, the figure in the text pertaining to the
Gini coefficient for the 2015/16 NHIES wave has been corrected to 0.576 instead of
0.56. Gini figures for NHIES 2003/2004 and 2009/2010 were also reported in three
decimal places as initially published in the previous reports.

2

11.3 The GINI-Coefficient
The GINI coefficient for Namibia over the three years survey periods is represented in
figure 11.3.1 below for 2003/2004, 2009/2010 and 2015/2016 and is 0.600, 0.597 and
0.576 respectively. The GINI coefficient is calculated on the adjusted per capita income for
every single household member. Thus, it shows that inequality in the distribution of income
has decreased albeit incrementally. Despite this decline however, the level of inequality in
Namibia remains among the highest in the world.

4. The Lorenz diagram in Figure 11.3.1 on page 107 has not been revised as it was based
on the correct Gini coefficient figure of 0.576 for the NHIES 2015/16 wave and all the
other two waves.

END OF ERRATA

The process of calculating the Gini coefficient
The GINI-coefficient is a summary statistics of the Lorenz Curve. It is a measure of the
income distribution in a country. It compares the actual distribution to a totally equal
distribution. The coefficient ranges from 0 to 1. An equal distribution of income gives a
coefficient close to 0. The
more unequal the distribution is the closer the coefficient is to 1.
The coefficient gives different results depending on how it is calculated. In Namibia (past
NHIES waves), it is calculated on the adjusted per capita income of every single
household member, which gives a more accurate result. However, for the NHIES
2015/2016 that had a methodological challenge with the “income” variable,
consumption was used instead, as often suggested for countries with a lot of informal
economies like Namibia – consumption is more stable than income.
The Gini coefficient can also be calculated on average per capita income per household
or per group of persons or households such as deciles. It is important to know the
method of computation to be able to compare over time and between countries. As
such, a technical note detailing how Poverty and inequality is calculated for Namibia is
attached. Scripts from the STATA software showing how these two indicators were
derived are also available.
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The GINI coefficient is deduced from the NHIES Individual file, using the “ineqdeco”
Stata command. See below the Stata output

1. To access NSA publications please visit our website at
www.nsa.org.na or download our statistical app onto your mobile
phone to have all statistics at your fingertips.

I thank you

ALEX SHIMUAFENI
STATISTICIAN - GENERAL & CEO
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